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WASHINGTON—Central Intelli-
gence Agency Director David Pe-
traeus resigned after a probe into
whether someone else was using
his email led to the discovery that
he was having an extramarital af-
fair, according to several people
briefed on the matter.

A Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion inquiry into use of Mr. Petra-
eus’s Gmail account led agents to
believe the woman or someone
close to her had sought access to
his email, the people said.

Multiple officials familiar with
the investigation identified the
woman as the author of a biogra-
phy on Mr. Petraeus.

It was the second national-se-
curity revelation to come to light

in the two days after President Ba-
rack Obama won re-election. On
Wednesday, the Pentagon ac-
knowledged that Iranian fighter
planes had fired on an unmanned
reconnaissance drone five days be-
fore the election. Some Republi-
cans on Capitol Hill were irked
that the administration waited so
long to make the incident public,
while administration officials said
they didn’t talk about the attack
because the drone program was
secret.

Mr. Petraeus’s resignation also
comes at a time when the CIA is
embroiled in controversy sur-
rounding the events of Sept. 11,
2012, when four Americans were
killed in an attack on the U.S. con-
sulate in Benghazi, Libya. After
weeks of conflicting accounts of
what happened that night, the CIA
acknowledged it had played a cen-
tral role in gathering intelligence
and providing security for the U.S.
presence there.

Mr. Petraeus was scheduled to
testify before the Senate intelli-
gence committee next week.
Michael Morell, who was named
acting director of the CIA afterMr.
Petraeus’s resignation, will appear
instead.

The resignation, which stunned
the nation’s capital, represented a
fall for amanwho had been one of
themost celebratedmilitary lead-
ers of his time, a four-star general
credited with turning the tide in
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President Barack Obama and
House Speaker John Boehner
signaled Friday a willingness to
compromise on tax positions
that have led to a budget stale-
mate, in a bid to defuse partisan
tensions before talks next week
to avert a year-end fiscal crisis.

Mr. Obama invited Republican
and Democratic congressional
leaders to the White House next
Friday to discuss how to avoid
the so-called fiscal cliff, the com-
bination of big tax increases and
spending cuts scheduled to begin
Jan. 1.

Mr. Obama, in his first state-
ment on the fiscal cliff since
winning re-election Tuesday,
said any deal must include tax
increases on “the wealthy.” He
also called on the House to im-
mediately pass a Senate bill that
would extend the Bush-era tax
cuts on household income under
$200,000 a year for individuals
and below $250,000 for couples.

Despite his urging for a bipar-
tisan deal, Mr. Obama intends to
force Republicans to defend
their opposition to Democrats’
bill in the Senate that extends
those cuts. He will continue to
press his case in coming weeks,
administration officials said.

The Bush tax cuts are set to
expire Jan. 1. At the same time,
$1.2 trillion in automatic spend-
ing cuts over 10 years will begin
if Congress and the White House
don’t act.

“If we’re serious about reduc-
ing the deficit, we have to com-
bine spending cuts with revenue,
and that means asking the
wealthiest Americans to pay a
little more in taxes,” Mr. Obama
said in the East Room of the
White House.

“I’m not wedded to every de-
tail of my plan. I’m open to com-
promise,” he added. “But I refuse
to accept any approach that isn’t
balanced.…And on Tuesday
night, we found out that the ma-
jority of Americans agree with
my approach.”

Mr. Obama also signaled that
a deal would include changes to
entitlement programs such as
Medicare and Medicaid, but he
didn’t mention Social Security

The president didn’t specifi-
cally mention raising tax rates
on households earning more
than $250,000 a year, as he did
throughout his re-election cam-
paign. Mr. Obama’s remarks
came after Mr. Boehner said Fri-
day he is open to a deal that
raises tax revenue but not rates,
leaving open the possibility for a
compromise that includes limit-
ing or eliminating tax deduc-

PleaseturntopageA7

BY CAROL E. LEE
AND JANET HOOK

Obama,
Boehner
Open to
Budget
Bargain

Some people collect stamps, others
vintage cars. As a young Ph.D. student at
Cambridge University in the 1980s,
Claude Wischik was on a mission to col-
lect brains.

It wasn't easy. At the time, few organ
banks kept entire brains. But Dr. Wischik,
an Australian in his early 30s at the time,
was attempting to answer a riddle still
puzzling the scientific community: What
causes Alzheimer’s disease? To do that,
Dr. Wischik needed to examine brain tis-
sue from Alzheimer’s patients soon after
death. That meant getting family approv-
als and enlisting mortuary technicians to
extract the brains, he says, “no matter
the time of day or night.” And it wasn’t
just a few brains: he collected more than

300 over about a dozen years.
He also embraced an idea that, if he is

right, could ultimately spin Alzheimer’s
research on its heels—and raise new
hopes for the roughly 36 million people
world-wide afflicted with Alzheimer’s or
dementia.

The 63-year-old researcher believes
that a protein called tau—which forms
twisted fibers known as tangles inside
the brain cells of Alzheimer’s patients—is
largely responsible for driving the dis-
ease. It is a theory that goes against
much of the scientific community: For 20
years, billions of dollars of pharmaceuti-
cal investment has supported a different
theory that places chief blame on a dif-
ferent protein, beta amyloid, which forms
sticky plaques in the brains of sufferers.
But a string of experimental drugs de-

signed to attack beta amyloid have failed
recently in clinical trials, including two
this summer from Eli Lilly & Co. and a
partnership involving Pfizer Inc., Johnson
& Johnson and Elan Corp.

After years on the sidelines, Dr. Wis-
chik, who now lives in Scotland, sees this
as tau’s big moment. The company he co-
founded 10 years ago, TauRx Pharmaceu-
ticals Ltd., has developed an experimental
Alzheimer’s drug that it will begin testing
in the coming weeks in two large clinical
trials. Slowly, other companies are boost-
ing investment in tau research, too. This
summer, Roche Holding AG bought the
rights to a type of experimental tau drug
from Switzerland’s closely held AC Im-
mune SA.

History is peppered with examples of
PleaseturntopageA12

An Outcast Among Peers Gains
Traction on Alzheimer’s Cure

BY JEANNE WHALEN

Jean-Pierre Decool has had a longtime fascination with carrier pigeons.
The birds once played a key role in the French military.
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In France, a Mission to Return the Military’s Carrier Pigeons to Active Duty
i i i

Grounded After Modern Communication Devices Soared, Birds May Offer Low-Tech Solutions; No Round Trips

SURESNES, France—The
French military boasts a power-
ful army with nuclear subma-
rines, ballistic missiles and spy
satellites. For lawmaker Jean-
Pierre Decool, however,
the country is neglect-
ing one of its mightiest
weapons: its flock of
carrier pigeons.

Glorified for their
roles in World War I,
pigeon squadrons have
long been removed
from active duty be-
cause of the introduc-
tion of more reliable,
all-weather communi-
cation systems.

And yet the French Defense
Ministry still operates a military
dovecote—Europe’s last—with
150 birds drafted into the 8th

regiment for communication and
transmission. The birds reside at
the Mont-Valérien fortress in
Suresnes, to the west of Paris.
While a corporal sees to their
upkeep and training, they are
not ranked as a strategic asset.

“That’s a big mis-
take,” says Mr. Decool,
who visits the birds at
their home near a pi-
geon-post museum
dedicated to the history
of the winged servants.

The center-right
lawmaker draws hawk-
ish scenarios—a nu-
clear catastrophe, a
hurricane, a war—
where racing homers
would be the last-re-

sort messaging network. In the
Syrian city of Homs, insurgents
defying the regime of President
Bashar al-Assad are relying on

carrier pigeons to communicate
because their walkie-talkies are
out of reach, he says.

“Where modernity stops, pi-
geons can still go through,” Mr.
Decool says.

In July, the 60-year-old sent
French Defense Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian a letter asking him
to clarify France’s carrier-pigeon
strategy. Two weeks later, the
response arrived in the mail.

The minister said that French
forces were equipped with self-
sufficient communications sys-
tems that could resist power
failure, cyber or electromagnetic
attacks. Should France face a
real need for carrier pigeons, the
minister said, it could rely on
“the precious support” of the
country’s pigeon fanciers—a
flock of folks he estimates to
number about 20,000.
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n A GlaxoSmithKline ma-
laria drug underwritten by
the Gates Foundation had
disappointing trial results,
jeopardizing its future. A4
n The Dow ended a brutal
week up 4.07 points at
12815.39 on Friday. It lost
2.1% for the week, owing to
two postelection drops. B5
n Obama and Boehner
hinted compromise is possi-
ble as the economy sprints
toward the “fiscal cliff.” A1
n U.S. regulators unveiled a
compromise with big banks
over how annual stress-test
findings are published. B2
n John W. Henry & Co., a
firm controlled by the Red
Sox owner, will stop manag-
ing customer money. B2
n Diageo will spend up to
$2 billion for a majority of
United Spirits, expanding
the firm’s India footprint. B4
n The BBC faced new scru-
tiny after it showed a sex-
abuse victimwrongly implicate
a government minister. B4
n China’s sales of Japanese
cars fell again amid the coun-
tries’ territorial dispute. B4
n Crédit Agricole posted a
record third-quarter loss af-
ter selling Greek assets. B14
n Lockheed ousted incoming
CEO Kubasik over a relation-
ship with a subordinate. B1
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GOP Must
Change Ways,
Not Principles

n Petraeus resigned as CIA
chief, admitting an affair.
Gen. Petraeus said that he
“showed extremely poor
judgment” in having an ex-
tramarital relationship. An
FBI inquiry into the use of
one of his email accounts led
to the downfall of a general
who had led U.S. forces in
Iraq and Afghanistan. A1
Obama issued a statement
praising his leadership and
the work of his wife, Holly,
supporting military families.
n Romney campaign offi-
cials continue to examine why
the Republican failed in Ohio
after much work there. A7
n Iran stood by its attack on
a U.S. drone, saying it would
do it again. Controversy con-
tinued in Washington over
the nondisclosure of the inci-
dent before the election. A8
n Jordan stepped up its
support for Syria’s rebels, al-
lowing arms to go through its
territory into their hands. A8
n China’s economy is pick-
ing up momentum after two
years of slowing growth. A9
n The FDA will do periodic
tests on organic food. A4
n The U.K. will stop provid-
ing foreign aid after 2015 to
India, as it grows rapidly. A11
n Pennsylvania’s new Attor-
ney General Kane will see why
the office took three years to
build the Sandusky case. A4
n Died: Lee MacPhail, 95,
former American League pres-
ident, Hall of Fame executive.

HEAD OF CHURCH: Justin Welby, who became a priest after retir-
ing as an oil executive, was named as the new Archbishop of Can-
terbury. He will lead some 80 million Anglicans around the world.

‘I showed extremely
poor judgment by
engaging in an
extramarital affair.
Such behavior is
unacceptable, both
as a husband and
as the leader of
an organization
such as ours.’

— DAVID H. PETRAEUS  Lockheed ousts incoming CEO
over ‘improper conduct’............. B1

Weekend Investor: How investors
can play the ‘fiscal cliff’............ B7
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Stepping Up to Lead His Flock
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